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is in the hands of the international quarantine board, and the doctors and other officials are very cosmopolitan. At the time of our visit the season was at an end, all the pilgrims had left for Mecca, and most of the staff had already departed on leave or to other employment. We messed with the cc director," a Russian, and an Armenian architect who shared his house.
We spent a pleasant week here in spite of the plague of flies, which always occurs at this season, when the pilgrims have left and the flies desert the empty camp to collect together in the only places still inhabited. There were more flies here than even at Yembu, where, before putting a piece of food into one's mouth, it is necessary to blow on it, hard, in order that the taste of the morsel may not be obscured by adventitious foreign bodies.
Apropos of this, I must confess here to two highly heretical opinions, one being that Pharaoh is the finest character in history, and the other that the quarantine laws regarding pilgrims are absolutely useless. In support of the second of these extraordinary views, I urge that all this extravagant expenditure failed to prevent cholera breaking out in Mecca in 1907-8, and spreading from there to St. Petersburg ; that sporadic cases of plague and cholera occur at Jiddah with almost unfailing regularity, and that, if the truth were known, both diseases are endemic on the Arabian coast.
On the mainland, opposite Kamaran, are situated the salt-mines of Saleef, which we visited. Several Europeans are employed there, and the manager himself is an Englishman. There is a small Turkish garrison. Most of the salt goes to India.
News reached us, while we were at Kamaran, of the dismissal of the Mutassarif. We never heard the real reason for this, but it probably had to do with the " sam-book affair." The Consul was sorry, for he had found this man more sensible and easier to deal with than most of those who had held that post during the decade he had spent in Hodeidah.
We had a rather rough time going down the coast. The small steamer in which we made the voyage was too abort for tte Bea. Novamb^.r is tjba reason jof the